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of identifying the king with a god. It is only in these outlying regions 
that Buddhism has countenanced the jus primae noctis and again only 
outside India that the Buddhist monks have become military. In 1730, 
these monks massacred all the Annamites in Cambodia. Sir Charles 
confutes the notion that China has been a recluse-nation. She used to 
send out emissaries over all her known world and has always received 
foreign religions with indifference or eagerness, never refused them ad- 
mission. Even her Buddhism accepted as part of its canon a work of 
Sankhya philosophy! There is a good index at the close of the third 
volume. 

E. Washburn Hopkins. 

Histoire Generate de la Chine, et de ses Relations avec les Pays 
Etrangers. Par Henri Cordier. In four volumes. (Paris: 
Paul Geuthner. 1921. Pp. 574; 434; 428; 427. Set 100 fr.) 

We have long been in need of a good history of China. There have, 
of course, been almost numberless works in Chinese, varying in length 
from the many-volumed Twenty-four Histories (£rh Shih Ssii Shih) 
to much smaller compendiums, and treating either the whole of the his- 
tory of the country or that of particular dynasties or periods. No other 
nation is, indeed, so rich in printed historical material covering so long 
a span of time. All of the important works, however, were produced 
before China had come into intimate contact with the Occident, and we 
greatly need a history written by someone, either Chinese or foreign, who 
will make use of the chief Chinese sources and who will at the same time 
have the benefit of the point of view of modern historical scholarship in 
Europe and America and of the perspective that comes with an acquaint- 
ance with the history and institutions of the rest of the world and will 
avail himself of the results of the investigations of European as well as 
Chinese scholars. No work in Chinese as yet answers this need, and 
there is a similar dearth in European languages. We have, of course, 
Mailla's great Histoire Generate de la Chine, but most of the volumes of 
that magnum opus followed closely a well-known Chinese work, the 
Tung Chien Kang Mu, and it has, moreover, long since been out of 
print. We have in English such works as those by Boulger, Macgowan, 
Williams, Li Ung Bing, and Pott, and in German such a book as that of 
Hermann, but these are either too brief or confine themselves to retelling 
the story as it has been narrated by Chinese scholars. 

The time has come, too, when it ought to be possible to write a good 
history of China. There are accessible the standard Chinese works and 
much other material in that language, and there has been as well excellent 
writing on specific periods and problems by Occidental scholars. While 
the research that it is to be ardently hoped will be made in the next few 
decades in known Chinese sources and in unexplored archaeological sites 
will probably necessitate the rewriting of any results that are published 
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now, it is entirely possible to prepare a narrative that would summarize 
for us, in some detail and with some degree of accuracy, the story of 
China. 

There are few men better fitted for this task than M. Cordier. No 
other scholar knows better the material available in European languages, 
and he has written extensively and well, both books and articles. His 
editorship of T'oung Pao has for a generation kept him in touch with 
what is being done in a scholarly way on China. Such a book as the one 
before us might, then, be the worthy climax of a long and noteworthy 
career. In a certain sense the reader is not disappointed. The work 
gives us, as does no other in any language, a history of China which 
combines the materials derived from the older Chinese sources and from 
the work of European savants. One finds frequent references to the 
publications of such well-known scholars as Chavannes, Pelliot, and 
Hirth. The volumes, too, are not badly proportioned, and do not, as do 
so many of the other histories of China in European languages, hurry 
over the centuries before the coming of the Westerner as though these 
were merely introductory, and devote half their space to the events of the 
last hundred years. Two volumes are taken to bring the story down to 
the beginning of the Ming dynasty (1368) and one other to 1820. Only 
one volume is given to the last century. There is, too, some attention 
paid to other phases of history than the strictly political events that so 
engrossed the attention of earlier Occidental writers. 

In spite of all these excellent qualities, however, one lays down the 
work with a certain feeling of disappointment. One feels as though it 
were possible, even now, to do a better piece of work than has been done, 
and that the author ought to have done it. In the first place, there is 
little, if any, direct use of Chinese sources. Mailla is referred to again 
and again, and the larger proportion of the material for the first two 
volumes is apparently taken from him. That means in substance that 
these chapters are based mainly on one Chinese authority, and that that 
has been consulted only in an old and not entirely reliable translation. 
Other material is, of course, used, such as Chavannes's great edition of 
Ssti Ma Ch'ien, so unfortunately left incomplete by the death of the 
author; but if there has been first-hand use of Chinese sources it does not 
appear in the foot-notes. It is, of course, possible to do an excellent 
piece of work on the basis of what is available in European languages, 
but one is not satisfied with results which are obtained without at least 
some examination of the wealth of books in the original language. In 
the next place, the work is unevenly done. Some phases of the history 
of China, M. Cordier has previously examined very carefully and written 
upon authoritatively and fully. These are almost entirely connected with 
the contacts of European peoples with China from Marco Polo on. The 
best chapters in the four volumes are largely a repetition or condensation 
of earlier books and articles, such as the author's edition of Yule's Cathay 
and the Way Thither and The Book of Ser Marco Polo, and his Histoire 
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des Relations de la Chine avec les Puissances Occidentales. There can 
be no objection, of course, to using material which the author has pre- 
viously worked over, but the periods covered by the other portions of the 
work have so obviously been treated so much less thoroughly that the 
contrast is more striking than it ought to be. In the third place, the 
author still clings too closely to politics as the exclusive interest of his- 
tory. This cannot be entirely because the materials for the other phases 
of Chinese history are not readily accessible, for many of these are now 
to be found in European languages. As an approach to a connected nar- 
rative of the development of Chinese civilization, the work is a vast 
improvement over its predecessors, but history is apparently still con- 
ceived of as past politics, and other phases of life as relatively less im- 
portant to the historian and somewhat apart from his main task. One 
looks in vain for even a reasonably adequate treatment of the develop- 
ment of literature, philosophy, religion, economic life, social structure, 
and even of political institutions. The ideal history of China must ap- 
preciate the intimate interrelation of all of these, something which it is 
even now, with our imperfect study of the sources, possible to show more 
fully than M. Cordier has done. 

These criticisms must not be allowed to obscure the fact, however, 
that as a longer history these four volumes are superior to anything that 
we now have, and are a real contribution both to the student and the 
general reader. We will look forward eagerly to the time when some 
scholar, either a European, an American, or a Japanese, who can use 
both the Chinese and European languages, or some Chinese who has been 
trained in modern historical methods and knows what has been done in 
the Occident on things Chinese, will write us a really satisfactory history. 
In the meantime M. Cordier's book will largely supersede its predecessors 
and will prove of substantial value. 

K. S. Latourette. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Le Vrai Christophe Colomb et la Lcgendc. Par Henry Vignaud. 
(Paris: Auguste Picard. 1921. Pp. 230. 6 fr.) 

Since about the middle of the sixteenth century the biographers and 
historians of Christopher Columbus, in treating of his first voyage of 
discovery, have represented him as impelled by the desire to find a new 
way to India or the Orient. About twenty years ago, Henry Vignaud, 
together with La Rosa, raised the question whether this view of Columbus 
was historically correct. In 1905 Vignaud published his Etudes Critiques 
sur la Vie de Colomb avant ses Decouvertes (1 vol. octavo), and in 1911, 
his Histoire Critique de la Grande Entreprise de Christophe Colomb: 
comment il aurait congu et forme son Projet, sa Presentation a dif- 
fer cntes Cours, son Acceptation finale, sa Misc a Execution, son Veri- 
table Car act ere (2 vols, octavo). 



